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SHOOT WHAT YOU FEEL,  
NOT WHAT YOU SEE
– Riana Vogel

How did your passion for photography start? 
During my studies in Fine Art, my lecturer Marlene Neumann (master fine art 

photographer) sparked a lasting passion for capturing the perfect image – not only 

through composition, lighting and detail – but the thought process that goes into 

planning the mood, setting and having a connection with your subject. I fell in love 

with film and the darkroom, the perfect medium through which to express myself. 

What do you think photographers must not lose sight of? 

We are photographers, not digital artists. All my images are shot as close to the 

final outcome that is required for the brief. Only minor tweaking afterwards and no 

manipulations or renderings. I love planning how to build sets in order to get certain 

effects without creating it in post-production. I immerse myself in the process of 

planning the set and the fine detail involved in styling and composing the images. 

Shoot the most perfect image possible on camera. put some thought into it and take 

your time to get the lighting etc. just right and only do minor tweaks in post. Don’t 

just shoot a bunch of images and “fix it” in Photoshop. 
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Among your works, which one is your 
favourite?
The Serums on yellow with sparkles swirling 

around them. It was a very long exposure, 

shot in complete darkness. I used lots of black 

velvet, Perspex, setting off different flashes at 

different times, adjusting the set in-between…

all in one exposure.

What has been your most memorable shoot 
and why?  

A black and white image I shot on large 

format film of my two-week-old daughter 

sleeping in her father’s hands. The image was 

completely black, only his hands holding her 

were visible. It was an image of contrasts. 

Between light and darkness, between new 

smooth skin and rough weathered hands, 

purity & innocence vs. hardship. 

How do you get the person, place or thing 
that is in front of the camera onto the film, 
chip or paper in just the way you want?
I am happiest in my studio where I have total 

control over my environment. I find shooting 

tethered directly onto computer screen helps 

me in my creative process – from creating the 

set, styling and getting the composition just 

right and then fiddling with lighting to set the 

mood for the product to shine.

What is important to remember about 
shooting your particular niche?  

Attention to detail. Play with the lighting to 

mould and enhance your product.

What do you think about the technological 
advances made with camera equipment? 

I am an old school photographer at heart. 

I fell in love with large format film cameras 

and their bellows, manual focusing through 

a loupe with a cloth over the head as well 

as the many hours spent in a darkroom 

processing and printing. Going digital was 

quite an adjustment for me and I initially 

converted kicking and screaming… I had a 

brand new top of the range camera and gear 

locked in a safe for over a year before using 

it on a shoot. I do appreciate how far digital 

photography has come to capture quality 

images so close to, if not better than film… 

I love that I now have much more control over 

the final result. 

Which cameras do you own? 

• Canon EOS-1Ds Mark II 

• Canon EOS-1Ds Mark III
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What is your typical lens kit whilst shooting? 

My favourite lenses are my Canon 100mm macro, 

Canon 24-70mm & Canon 70-200mm.

What kind of lighting equipment do you take on 
a shoot? 

I shoot mainly in studio with Strobe lights, for any 

location work I use the Profoto D1 kit.

What kind of tools do you use for post-
processing? 

I Tether shoot via Canon utilities software directly 

into Adobe Photoshop RAW.

If you could shoot anything tomorrow, what 
would it be? 

Flowers, flowers, flowers. On large format film - 

watch this space!

What advice can you offer budding 
photographers? 
Treat your clients like gold and remember that you 

are only as good as your last shoot, so put the 

same amount of effort into every shoot, regardless 

of the budget. 

Any final words? 

“Shoot what you feel, not what you see” - Marlene 

Neumann


